Caringi for Animals
KInAErgarten: Service
Léarning Project

Oneonta City Schools
with participation from local veterinarians and the SPCA
2006 — 2007 School Year



Project Goals

Provide a leadershipirolelin the community. fior KIndergarteners
Collect needed items for local animal shelters througheut the school
year

Create an ongoing developmental dialogue with lecal shelters to
dSSESS NEeds

Create cress-curricular units based on the service Iearning project

Stimulate community invelvement

Inform the school community and the larger community, ofi the project
needs and hew: they can help

Viake the commUunity, aware ofi the students” project sorcommunity.
MEMDBErS BrNG deNations to) the students throughout the year

Workawith other students and/teachers in the district.

Create alservice Iearninﬁ_leade_rship_ex ErENCE asia folindation for
Service leanning leadersnip projectsiin fiuture grades:.



Animals

Kindergarten teachers
identified animals asia
wonderful point of
departure for a Service
learning project:for
KIndergarteners.

Leadership and Service

|leadership andiservice learning Is strengthened
by collecting; items all'year long. Tihe goal, as
with all'service |earning Projects, IS to develop
d long| termy relationship:withrcommunity: based
Ordanizations: Students and community.
MEMDPErSs come te' KNeW: BVer time: that
Kindergarteners are managing donations:  Iihe
InClUSion ofi OUr youth strengthens our
COMMURItIES N a comprehensive level.



Project [Description

Kindergarteners:

llearn new animals arelcared for fiomilocal Veterinarans and SPEA
Stafifand What iS'needed te continue to care fior animals in eur
communicy.

Mount arschool andicommunity: wWide collection off suppliesiidentified
by local erganizationsimanaging the nNeeds of; animalsiwithout
current hemes. Iihe project continues throughout the school year,
culminating in'arschool wide assembly torhonor the Work: off the
KIndergarteners. Erom year toryear, Kindergarten teachers work
together with lecal organizations, developing a dialogue to)create a
dependableflow of needed suppliesiwnile: providing a well
developed leadership ExpErIENCE for the Kindergarteners.

Engage In cross-curricular units, reading about animals, making dog
PISCuIts, cat nip: toys, creating diagrams and tracking donations.



Project Components

Visit withrlocal animaliwelliare erganization
(SPCA'Was our local organization)

\/isit withrlocal veterinarian

Ingredients and supplies to: make degd
PISCUitS and catnip: teys



SPCA Perspective: “terrific project™

In 2005, SPCA representatives came to
Greater Plains to) Visit With KiIndergarteners

In the classroom
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Afiter a district wide group
presentation) the SPCA suggested:

ihe children should come to the SPEA. \We can

Randle a maximum of 20, with an adult for each
5 children.

fihey: would be broken into tWo groups terhear
about different aspects o euUr OpPEration.

AR hour s apout the maximum' for
Kindergartners: attention span.

An hour would be good - 1/2 hour for each
group and then they would switch.



Visiting the Veterinary: Clinic










New: York state police ofificer brings
police dog Pit™ fior al ViSit.
~ Ilhere arei/Sipolicerdogsin NEW Yorkistate:




All'police dogs are named after policemen.
Pit hasi been with me for 5 years and
SHE practices her tralning routines' everyday.
She'lives with me and goes everywhere 1 go,
even eut te dinner!

Pithasia ,
badge /“€ &

and arbullet — W
ProoI: Vest. |
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[tems for Donation

Blankets
Food
|leashes
Collars
Clorox



. cot /””‘i food
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Preparation

SPCA representatives speak to: the class
about dog safety, how: te greet a dog,
Kindness te animals, and therele ofithe
SPCA' N our community:

AVISItte therlocal Veterinarian sincludes ohsemnving an animalhealth
examination, VIEWIng X=rays and Infermation aboutthe;worksthat
VEterinarans do in our community, for farm animalsiand pets.

@ther locally:available presentations are scheduled as well:

Fiction and NON-fICtioN' POOKS are USsed to: research dodgs and cats,
followed with the creation of'a fact bulletin' board.



Action | N

Iihe Kindergarten classes: collect
blanketsiand towels for the animal shelter.

Dr?gl biscUits and catniprbags are made as gifits'for animals in the
ShElter.

Kindergarteners ?artner With Second grade students, WHting |etters
asking local hotels for worn out blankets and towels:

Students continue torpartnerIn’ creating posters and Writing/Ietters to
parents reguesting blankets and towels;, and cat and dog food,
creating a school wide blanket/food drive for cats and dogs.



Reflection

GrouP discussion takes place throughout
that fiecuses on' the outcomes ofithe giving
the studentsiare doing and the Relprthey.
are BRNGING te thelr community by,
supportingfanimals' walting for a neEw: home.

Students write storiesiand’draw: pictures about animals andrhow: te
care for them. Students write about how. they: feel giving the
blankets and food and how: the animals might feel whenrthey
Fecelve the donations:

Graphing NEeIps to strengthen awareness o these OULCOMmES:;
Graphing activities iInclude picture graphs off pets students have at
home, argraph' to: track the amount of food collected and a Venn
diagram to compare and contrast differences and similarities
between cats and dogs:



Q
Celebration 1

zl,w

lihe local' newspapers are infermed of: this proeject to further
celebrate the woerksaccomplished by the stidents.

A flyeris created for parents to learn about the outcomes ofithe
project and how: they: can continue to: support thelocal ' SPCA.

At a school wide assembly: students:
 [Describe the project
s Share reflection EXCenpts
= GIve the denations te)a representative from the SPCA.
s« Students help carry items to the car for the staff from the SPCA

’
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Disciplines Incorporated

English/llanguage
ArtSs
Vath

IHealth/Safety




Time Line

> Iroelley:and OPIF bus rides toersee the
commUuRItY;

> Send letter'home to the parents informing
themabeut eur project and reguesting
Video/photography: PERMISSION.

> Visit SPCA. The role ofi the SPCA'IS discussed, animal
responsibility and What the children can do terhelprthem:

> Non-fiction and fiction BOOKS are Used for researching
cats andidoegs: Fact bulletin'boeard created.




> Visit to a locall veterinary: clinic .
> Graphing activities ,

. Picture graph about what pets the children k | :

pEL T R

o

nave at heme
== Venn Diagram
> Kindergarten students paired tup:with' a
Zndigrade buaddy: te:

- Vlake posters and write letters torthe parents asking
fior cat/dog foodfand’ blankets/towels.

. Write letters to area hotels, motels, and bed ana
breakfasts
establisnmentsasking fer gently: use towels and
blankets for the shelter.

. Write stories about animals and hew to' care for them
. Make collection boxes and put out for food/towel drive
. Graph the food donations collected




> Make dog biscuits
> Sew catnip bags
> Reflection with'2nd grade buddies about:
- How, they felt about giving the
danimals food
- How. the animals might fieel'when
they, receive the 1oed/towel donations
- \What they: thinkfaboUut the preject

> Elyer to parents to share the outcome ofi the project ana
oW fiamilies can continue torhelprthe SPCA

> (Celebration

. Share at school'wide assembly and inform'local
NEWSPAPEr: of the event

.+ SPCA representative comes to' receive the
food/blankets/towels

- Children help to carry: the collected donations to the
car for the SPCA representative




lleacher Perspective

Everyiyear It gets easier and we expand to inclide more
things. Now we are focusing on Why:animals are
Important. Were creating journals fior the students to

draw and Write:
Some ofi the children asked thelrfriends torbring

donationsifor the animals to; their birthday: parties as
gifits.




Description Letter to
Parents

[Dear: families,

Iihe Kindergarten and 2nd grade classrooms: are working togetheronia
service learning project in conjunction with the SPCA and in'association
with the @neontarSenvice LLlearning Project.
We will'be collecting the following items for: the Otsego; County: SPEA:
% (Canned cat/dog food
s Bags of dry cat/dog food
u Gently’used towels and blankets

Place your donationiin the collection box:located in your child’s
classreom  anytime between November 10thrand November: 21st. Thank
Vou for participating in' this valuable learning experence!

Sincerely,




Photo Release Form

October 20, 2006

Dear Families:

he Kindergarten and Second grade classrooms will be working togetheron a service-learning project
Injconjunction with the SPEA; and'in association' withithe @neonta Service Learning Project: Our;
classesiwilllbe'gatherngitems todonate torthe animals staying in the SPCA shelters We willfhave'a
representative friom the SPCA come and talk to us on . Iihe main focus will 'be
animaliresponsibility, Kindnessito animals andithe roleofianimalisheltersin ourcommunity.

While'participating in: this activity, my:child
may. have his/her picture takenifor the purposes o6fi docUumenting,
publicizing and!celebrating this'service-learning activity.

Signature off parent o guardian:
Date:

Please return this form signed'to your child’s classroom teacher:
Tihank you!




Copyright 2003 by Randy Glasbergen.
www.glasbergen.com

(-Lg ~ey -
IASBERGEN -

“The vet says i need a hobby. I thought
eating and sleeping were my hobbies!”




